
LifeMoves | Safe Parking for Families Opens

LifeMoves provides interim housing and supportive services 
for homeless families and individuals to rapidly return to
stable housing and achieve long-term self-sufficiency. Spring 2019 Newsletter

It is hard to imagine a pregnant 
mother with a full-time job living in 
her car to survive. Yet, this is exactly 
what happened to LifeMoves client, 
Glorious, 27, who is pregnant with 
twins and also has a three year old 
daughter, Leila. Glorious has a stable 
job as a security guard. But when her 
relationship with the children’s father 
ended, and her hours were cut from 
90 to 50 hours per week, she could 
no longer afford her rent and lost
her apartment.

With nowhere to go, Glorious called 
family shelters to see if there was 
any availability. She was placed on a 
waiting list and had no other option 
but to live in her car. Having grown up 
in San Jose, Glorious was familiar with 

GoodMoves

the neighborhoods and strategically 
chose streets she thought were safest 
to stay overnight.

Living in a car with her young child, 
Glorious says she was nervous and 
not getting any sleep. Her main 
concern was trying to make Leila 
comfortable. Fortunately, it wasn’t 
long before Glorious received a call 
from LifeMoves inviting her to come 
to our safe parking site in San Jose. 

 

Mother and daughter at LifeMoves | Villa in San Jose

Asked about her hopes for 
the future: “I want stability – a 
home and a career where I can 
provide a good, stable life for my 
children.”– Glorious

Encouraged, Glorious knew that she 
would not be alone, other families 
were staying there, and it included 
security and on-site staff.   

Soon thereafter, she was able to 
move from the safe parking program 
to LifeMoves | Villa family shelter in 
downtown San Jose. Glorious has 
thrived there and her case manager 
describes her as a star client. She 
meets with a 
financial advisor 
regularly, is 
paying off her 
debt, saving 
money, and 
regaining 
stability.  

Glorious is 
making plans
to move
to Stockton, 
where she can 
transfer her job 
and afford a 
two-bedroom 
apartment for her 
growing family.

To help families living in their cars

move to safety, visit

www.lifemoves.org/newslettergift.

 Turn the page to read  

 more about LifeMoves  

 Safe Parking for

 Families Program.



LifeMoves had a strong 
year in 2018. We are proud 
that 89% of the families and 
73% of the individuals who 
completed our program 
returned to stable housing 
and self-sufficiency. Yet the 
housing crisis continues to 
rage all around us. We just 

participated in the every-other year HUD Point-in-Time 
Count – a one-day census of homelessness in our 
community. While the results won’t be final for a few 
months, we know that much work remains to be done.

As we continue to serve our mission within our 
shelters, we have also been pursuing ways to extend 
our highly effective case management model to meet 
people where they are. Our new Safe Parking for 
Families site in San Jose has already helped dozens of 
families living in their cars to park safely at night and 
connect to services. This has led many to move quickly 
to family shelters or directly to stable housing. We are 
looking to expand this model to serve individuals in the 
coming months. We are also proud of our new shelter 
in San Jose that is open to all and designed especially 
to support members of the LGBTQ+ community – only 
the second shelter of this kind in the country. These 
innovative new programs would not be possible 
without the leadership of our wonderful staff, the close 
partnership we have with the City of San Jose and the 
County of Santa Clara, and the generous support we 
receive from loyal LifeMoves donors.

As the year progresses we are exploring paths 
to better serve families living on the brink of 
homelessness in San Mateo County and those who are 
medically fragile across our community. Stay tuned for 
more news as we continue to pilot new programs on 
top of our core services to address the evolving nature 
of homelessness and meet the urgent needs we see in 
Silicon Valley.

We are grateful to have you walking with us on
this journey.

Warm Regards,

Bruce Ives
CEO

From Our CEO
Corporate Partnerships
Create Lasting Impact

LifeMoves partners with leading Silicon Valley companies 
to create lasting impact for the most vulnerable in 
our community. We custom design partnerships that 
incorporate your company’s interests and goals. Though 
partnerships look and feel different, they are all designed 
to provide a meaningful, team building experience. Some 
examples include:

Aligning with a Social Cause
Alain Pinel discovered long ago 
that aligning its transactions 
with a social cause makes 
good business sense by 
helping their clients feel good 
about choosing Alain Pinel. 
Together, LifeMoves and Alain 
Pinel designed a multi-faceted 
program which enables Alain 
Pinel agents to donate a 
portion of their commission 
to LifeMoves. LifeMoves mails a Tribute Card 
to each Alain Pinel client that lets them know their agent 
made a gift in their honor.

Partner for the Year
After attending our Benefit 
Breakfast event in September, 
Woodruff-Sawyer named 
LifeMoves as its Partner of the 

Year for 2019. This partnership is comprised of a year’s 
worth of engagements designed collaboratively with the 
Woodruff-Sawyer team. Activities matched the interests of 
Woodruff-Sawyer and provide great benefit to LifeMoves. 
They include a unique CEO-to-CEO Lunch and Learn 
Event, Annual Woodruff-Sawyer Bake Sale, a service event 
at a LifeMoves Shelter, and corporate sponsorship of a 
LifeMoves event. 

Demonstrate Commitment Early to New Employees
At VMware, community involvement 
is a corporate value and they want 
their employees to know it. All New 
Employee Orientations have a built-
in service component: During this 
time, new employees learn about 
VMware’s community giving program 
and engage in hands-on community 
service directly benefitting LifeMoves.

If you would like to learn more, contact Stefanie Bruggeman 

at sbruggeman@lifemoves.org and make a difference where 

you work and where you live.

This gift is providing life-changing services that transform the lives of the most vulnerable members of our community...



Expressing Our Gratitude to a Very Special Couple: Bill and Ann Regan 

The Order of Malta 
organization is one 
of LifeMoves longest-
standing and strongest 
volunteer groups. Founded 
approximately 900 years ago, 
its 13,000 members around the 
world are dedicated to helping 
the sick and poor. We are very 
fortunate to have the local 

chapter of the Order of Malta aligned with our mission. 
Each year, they organize six annual holiday parties for 
our clients at LifeMoves | Maple Street in Redwood City. 
These single men and women working hard to overcome 
homelessness enjoy delicious food, beautiful decorations, 
music, and conversation. They are VIPs and special guests 
for the day, while the nearly 70 Order of Malta volunteers 
bring smiles to their faces and joy to their lives.

The Order of Malta Brings Joy to LifeMoves Clients

committee of LifeMoves | First Step for Families 
in San Mateo.  

It is the clients themselves who illustrate the 
Regans’ and Order of Malta’s impact. One 
client enjoying a LifeMoves | Maple Street 
Christmas party was a veteran of Afghanistan. 
He approached Bill and Ann, thanked them, 
and said: “I was completely demoralized and 
in really bad shape. I’d done a couple tours 
of Afghanistan and came back broken and 
depressed. I’ve never been homeless at 
Christmas time before. I don’t know what it 
was about your party – the food, the carols, 
decorations – but midway through, I felt joyful,

I felt ok; my depression was gone.”  

This type of story is what drives the Regans’ passion
for LifeMoves clients: “Our goal is to bring joy and fun 
to people who are working really hard to get back on 
their feet.”

We cannot thank you enough Bill and Ann, and the Order 
of Malta volunteers, for all that you do!

LifeMoves is deeply grateful to two special LifeMoves 
supporters, Ann and Bill Regan, who are long-time donors 
and committed volunteers. The Regans are also active 
members of the Order of Malta, a charitable organization 
that is one of LifeMoves most dedicated volunteer groups. 
Each year, clients at LifeMoves | Maple Street in Redwood 
City enjoy the wonderful parties organized by the Regans 
and Order of Malta volunteers, including celebrations 
on Christmas, Super Bowl Sunday, Mardi Gras, and 
Veterans Day.

The Regans’ history with LifeMoves goes back to the 
1990s. Bill was Board Chair for three years, served 
on various committees, and raised funds for capital 
campaigns. Now, Bill is a member of the LifeMoves finance 
committee and Advisory Board. Ann served on the support 

Bill and Ann relaxing in their home

“We want to be involved with LifeMoves because it’s 
such a great, successful program. We have never 
seen a better model of a social service program.”
 – Ann

Thank you Order of Malta,
for your generous spirit, ongoing 
dedication and compassion.
We are extremely grateful to you.

Photo Credit: Anastasia Roeder



Opening of LifeMoves | New Haven Inn Provides Hope
for LGBTQ+ Adults Experiencing Homelessness

Jazzin, 21 years old, grew up in an abusive home in 
east San Jose with parents who were gang members 
and drug dealers. When she was five years old, her 
grandmother took her from her home and left her at a 
children’s shelter. It was the beginning of a life bouncing 
between group homes and foster homes, thirteen in 
total by the time she was seventeen.  

This traumatic upbringing and difficult life took its toll, 
and Jazzin eventually became homeless as a young 
adult. She was addicted to drugs, suffering from chronic 
depression, and suicidal. Living in encampments and 
tents in San Jose, she had nearly lost all hope when 
an outreach group offered her temporary shelter. From 

there, she stayed in a local emergency shelter, 
and was referred to LifeMoves | New Haven Inn, 
a new shelter in San Jose dedicated to providing 
a safe, welcoming, inclusive environment for 
single adults.

At first, Jazzin didn’t believe such a place could 
exist. She thought, “I’ve been around; this is not 
my first rodeo.” But she soon realized the offer of 
help was very real and became the first client of 
LifeMoves newest shelter in December.

One of the first things Jazzin and her case 
manager worked on were college and financial 

aid applications. In January, Jazzin began classes at San 
Jose City College with the goal of earning a business 
degree. Her interests include starting a dance business 
and possibly working for LifeMoves.

Jazzin with her case manager, Quinn, and Program Director, Karissa

We are excited to announce our newest facility,
LifeMoves | New Haven Inn, located in downtown 
San Jose, serving LGBTQ+ adults, and open to all with 
inclusive programs. The need for this type of shelter is 
great. In Santa Clara County alone, surveys of individuals 
experiencing homelessness indicate that 30% of 
homeless adults self-identify as LGBTQ+. Many of these 
individuals do not feel safe or welcome in traditional 

LifeMoves | New Haven Inn, a Warm and Welcoming Shelter
with Support for the LGBTQ+ Community

shelters, and can feel 
stigmatized and victimized.  

The new LifeMoves 
location offers adults 
a safe, warm, and 
welcoming place to 
stay. Our staff are 
LGBTQ+-sensitive and 
knowledgeable, providing 
clients immediate and 
longer-term services 
to return to stable housing and achieve self-sufficiency. 
This is one more way LifeMoves is dedicated to finding 
innovative solutions to the problem of homelessness for 
vulnerable members of our community.  

If you would like to help other clients like Jazzin,

please consider making a gift to LifeMoves today at

www.lifemoves.org/newslettergift or call 650.685.5880 x 186.

On staying at LifeMoves | New Haven Inn: “I’m very 
comfortable here. LifeMoves staff have helped me 
with my independence and discovering the woman 
I am. They let me be who I want to be and discover 
myself more than I already have. I think the rules are 
perfect.”– Jazzin

Inviting and warm living room at LifeMoves | New Haven Inn



over the first few weeks. There have 
now been over twenty families served 
to date, and every exit has been to a 
shelter or to stable housing.  

We are very encouraged by the new 
program’s success, and delighted 
to offer yet another solution to the 
complex issue of homelessness.

To read the story of Glorious, a client 

LifeMoves Safe Parking for Families Program
Provides Innovative Solution to Homelessness  

Launched in November 2018, the 
LifeMoves Safe Parking for Families 
program provides a safe location for 
families living in their cars to stay 
overnight while receiving services 
from LifeMoves case managers. At 
the Seven Trees Community Center 
in San Jose, families with children can 
stay overnight, from 7pm to 7am, in a 
secure, well-lit parking lot. In addition 
to safety, security, and case 
management, the families 
provide encouragement to 
each other on their journey 
back to stable housing and 
self-sufficiency.

With total capacity for 
seventeen families, the 
program ramped up quickly 

Families in the Safe Parking for Families program, with LifeMoves case managers

If you would like additional information 

about including LifeMoves in your 

will, living trust, or retirement plan, 

please contact Nandini Gondhalekar at 

ngondhalekar@lifemoves.org or call 

650.685.5880 x 115.

who utilized the LifeMoves Safe 
Parking for Families Program, see the 
cover story.

To read other articles published about 
the new program, go to:

  www.lifemoves.org/safe-parking-
for-familiesNBC

  www.lifemoves.org/safe-parking-
for-familiesSJInside

  www.lifemoves.org/safe-parking-
for-familiesSJMercury

“Our program is unique because 
it is service-rich and provides 
families much more than a place 
to park at night. Some of our first 
clients were pregnant mothers 
who we were able to move quickly 
from their vehicles into shelter.”
 – Chelsea Tercero,
LifeMoves Program Director,
Safe Parking for Families

To donate to our 

innovative Safe Parking 

for Families program, visit

www.lifemoves.org/

newslettergift or call 

650.685.5880 x 186.
Families staying overnight at the new Safe Parking
for Families program

Beth and Patrick Heron have been 
steadfast supporters of LifeMoves 
since the first Benefit Breakfast they 
attended in 2013. Patrick, a Managing 
Partner at Frazier Healthcare, and 
Beth, a teacher at the Children and 
Family Institute, are Palo Alto residents 

The Heron Family Makes a Legacy Gift to LifeMoves
with a commitment to philanthropy. 
After hearing LifeMoves client Sabrina 
speak about her mother’s sudden 
health issues and their unexpected 
homelessness, Beth and Patrick 
became deeply involved in LifeMoves. 
Patrick joined the LifeMoves Board of 
Directors and Executive Committee; 
Beth planned and their family hosted 
Thanksgiving dinners for clients; and 
their daughter Margot spent her 
summer volunteering at LifeMoves 
Summer Adventure Camp.

The Herons recently advised LifeMoves 
that they intend to continue their 
incredible support through a legacy 
gift included in their estate plans. With 

this generous donation, the Herons 
will continue their promise to each 
other and their children to support the 
most vulnerable and needy residing 
in our backyard. LifeMoves is grateful 
for Beth and Patrick’s generosity over 
the last six years and for their legacy 
gift. Their thoughtful legacy will provide 
long-term support equipping LifeMoves 
to serve our neighbors in need. 

Beth and Patrick Heron, with their children

https://give.lifemoves.org/give/227002/#!/donation/checkout
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